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Ending poll tax not Butt’s
only legacy, daughter says

By Cherise M. Willisms
The Virgleln-Fiox

hen talking about the end

of Virginia's poll tax, the
name Evelyn T. Butts usually
comes to mind.

She's the lote Dakwood civic
activizt who in the 1950z and
"60z held voter-registration
drives and pro-
tests against
the $1.50 tax,
which prohib-
ited many
hlacks and oth-
ers from vot-
ing. A 1968 Bu-
preme Court
ruling absal-
ished the levy

But her youngest of three
daughters, Charlene Butts Li-
gon, wants to bring attention
to Butts' other political and
civic endeavors. Her mother
diedin 1993,

“Mom wes amazing,” said
Ligon, who now lives in Ne-
braska.

Ligon will be in Morfolk
thi=s week doing rescarch for
a beak to include details such
asher mother's elforts to pro-
tect Oakwood from redevel-
romote black

Butts

opers, and to
hame own
provements. Ligon said her
mather also helped increase
awareness of President Lyn-
dan B. Johnson's Model Cities
program that gove out low-in-

terest loans for home improve-

ment.

People “always talk about
the {eflarts to end the) poll
tax, which is a wonderful
thing. But they don't talk
ahout the earlier part and
what she did with school de-
segregntion,” Ligon added.

Ligon, 58, said she remem-
beers her mom trying to regis-

ip and home im-

Atleftis an ovater
Thoea L A hour-bo g
ayster-gnowing
seminar Tuesday
evemng will give
tips on how to chean
the bags and the
Thoa 15 oysbe rs are fin,
it i mur ture thesm
duwing winber 50 the
oyiters wonl freers
and other advice.

take special tests only to be
turned dowmn,

Other stories Ligon wants
to research include her mom's
Eg:hctmg of a local superman-

t that wouldn't hire a black
cashier. Ligon also wants to
learn mare about the activist's
wark with the NAACE, South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
ference and Congress of Ra-
cinl Equality, knowm as CORE.

The boak will be a bicg-
raphy of sorts, which Li
hopes to share with her fTami-
ly and Norfolk residents, espe-
cinlly Fou ople.

“It'sn chﬁﬁ tE]cq.r should
know about " she said.

If you have!n}'ﬂmmrlan on
Evelyn T. Butts that mi
help Ligon's book, reac
herat (402) 282-1739 or
ligoncl @con. net.

Try this at home

Same people grow tomatoes,

and athers squash. The Ches-
apeake Bay Foundation hopes
¥OU grow oVsteTs,

To that end the Morfolk arm
of the organization will hold
an oyster gardening seminar
Tuesday:

Orysters help Alter ccean

i
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cal waters. Gardening na-
tive oysters can help replen-
ish them.

The loundation will give
each volunteer 1 000 “sesd”
ovaters to care for one year at
their dock, pier or mar ina slip.

All aperson needs is access
to saltwater. The cne-hour
seminar will give tips on how
to clean the bags and the Floats
oyaters are in, how to mrture
them during winter so the oys-
ters won't freeze and other ad-
vice.

Alter ayear, the foundation
will collect and place the crea-
tures on state-protected coral
reefs in efforts to jump-start
recovery of native oysters.

Chris Meore, o science ad-
vocate with the foundation,
said that about 75 percent to
80 percent of the oysters usu-
olly survive with proper care.

“This m is a way for
citizens gﬁ\fﬂﬂ}-‘ part?il?:ipa‘m
in the oyster restoration ef-
fuxrts :I.I'I the Chesapenke Bay "

|j]r.sm::l' Gardening Seminar,
rm Tub.sd-:l_'parhorﬁ:-i'k
Yﬂ.,':'rﬂr:lci Conimtry Clady, 7001
Hampton Bhad. To sign up or
Jor imformation, call 622-1964
or hamptorroads @cbforg.
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